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Pastor: Gary T. Held
A WORD FROM OUR PASTOR, GARY T. HELD

I'm using my articles to remind us these next
months what the Reformation was all about.
Last month we considered what it means to
confess our faith, and looked at the production of the Augsburg Confession as a model
for how Christ's Church responds to outside
pressure by stating clearly what we believe
about Jesus and God and Creation's Redemption.
This month we look at the first of what are
called Reformation Solas. The word Sola is
Latin for "alone," or "solely," and in Luther's
day they were more like slogans than anything. Usually one sees them either numbered as three or four solas: Sola Gratia—
Grace Alone Sola Fide—Faith Alone Sola
Scriptura—Scripture Alone and sometimes
the fourth, following a different pattern Solo
Christo, or Solus Christus—through Christ
Sunday School/Bible Class
8:30 AM
Worship Service
9:30 AM
Fellowship Following Service
To place a prayer request on the prayer chain,
or to be added to the chain, contact Lynne Kahl
at: rkahl1223@aol.com
Prayer for those with specific concerns is available after service. Please come forward to let
us pray for you.

Alone. Saying God saves us through
"grace alone" means God rescues mankind from an otherwise hopeless condition purely out of a choice He's made to
show us kindness. He has chosen to be
"for us," rather than "against us," and
His choice is not influenced by anything
we did or could hope to do. The Reformation way of saying it is, "without any
merit or worthiness on our part." It
means God doesn't withhold His favor
from us until we've gotten good enough.
It also means we can't demand grace,
or argue He should be kind to us based
on some idea of fairness. If God were
only fair, we could expect only punishment.
Until the Reformation, Roman popes
and councils also talked about grace,
but in a very different way. As they described it, grace was like a system God
set up (but He didn't have to—He was
just being gracious!), to give people a
little grace, a little nudge, a little spiritual lift, sufficient to help us to do better, repent more earnestly, or believe a
little more devoutly. If people made
good use of that initial bit of grace, God
would reward them with more grace to
do even better. In that way, using grace
God provided to become better Christians meant a people kept becoming
eligible for more grace. It added up.

On top of that, pope and bishops
and priests insisted only the Church
could dispense God's grace. They
were the necessary middle-men,
players in a divinely-appointed
scheme for distributing a product.
By Luther's day, grace seemed to
common laymen like it was almost
a spiritual "fluid," or substance, being put into people through the
Church's ministry, something the
Church had control over, and something people had to earn.
But Luther saw that what we earn
implies merit, and therefore, can no
longer be considered grace. Furthermore, Luther saw grace isn't
something the Church puts into us,
but it's a favorable disposition God
has toward us that exists in His
heart.
Sola Gratia is more than a slogan, it
pointed the Church away from herself, and back to God, our gracious
Father. It was the first step in dismantling a corrupt system which
kept people ignorant of God's great,
enduring mercy.

LWML:

Save the Date!

On July 17, Hope and Risen Savior Lutheran Churches LWML will meet at Risen Savior Fellowship Hall at 10:00 AM. Our speaker will be master gardener Jane Mandeville who will
give a program on herbs, and how to grow them. She will be able to answer your questions
regarding herbs and other plants.
We will also help assemble Kits for Brevard Rescue Mission. Come enjoy fellowship with
friends.

Outreach:
At this time we have $21 in our donation account with Amazon Smiles. Please remember when you are
placing your order through Amazon to use Amazon Smiles and select Risen Savior as your charity. Each
time an order is placed, the church will receive a donation.
The third week in July has been set for an evening VBS. Donations of materials and time are needed.
Please plan to help out in any way you can.

Blessing Buckets:
The Blessing Bucket ministry is funded totally through donations of cash and/or toiletries. Our thanks to
all who have so generously helped us with their donations. We have been blessed with a donation of a
box of washcloths to distribute to our clients; therefore, the donation requested for July will be changed to
shampoo. During the summer, along with our base supplies, we will be collecting materials for the storm
season. Any cash and/or product donation is always greatly appreciated. We distribute the third
Wednesday of every month from 12 to 2pm. Our next distribution date is July 19.

God’s Pantry:
God’s Pantry is sometimes referred to as organized chaos. Although it may seem to be chaotic, it is far
from that. Thirty volunteers, all assigned a specific job and knowing what to do, how to do it and when to
do it, keeps the Pantry running smoothly allowing over 1,000 people a week to receive much needed
food. As of May 31, 1,562940 meals have been provided. What an AWESOME GOD we serve.
Update on Xavier, the 15 year old volunteer who was airlifted to an Orlando hospital after being struck by
a car. Both his legs were severely damaged and he will be in a wheelchair for some time. He has a long
road ahead of him, but our prayers have been answered. We are thankful that he is doing as well as he
is. Please continue to pray for him and his family.
Our next drive-thru distribution will be August 7.
The Pantry is in need of plastic grocery bags. Please save your bags to give to the Pantry.
HELP WANTED
If you would like to join a worship team to help prepare our church for worship and fellowship, please
speak with Carl Giesler or Troy Curtis.
The third Saturday of the month , starting at 8:30 am, is church workday. Come and help make our
church beautiful both inside and out.

A WORD FROM PASTOR BRUCE RUDOLF:

I’ve had two nice opportunities recently: speaking to you in behalf of the poor who are
served by you working through Food for the Poor and a week ago, making my fourth trip
back to Haiti. While ravaged by an earthquake 7 years ago, Haiti’s most recent difficulty
has been recuperating from Hurricane Matthew last fall. Reports differ, but at least
hundreds of people were killed by this storm, reportedly the third worst natural tragedy
to affect Haiti in the last 50 years. Many of the poorest people’s fragile homes were destroyed. Most recently we learned of 240 people whose homes had been destroyed by the
hurricane living in a cave who were only discovered 5 months later.
Now having been to this most beautiful region of Haiti I can understand why it took so
long to discover them, since all the villages seem remote from one another, and the singular roads between them all gravel and rock, many washed out by streams. In most
cases the only vehicles available are motorbikes or motorcycles, one of which
we witnessed occupied by two parents and four children.
Food for the Poor which many of you supported a few weeks ago and some of you have
been doing so for years, built a thousand homes after the hurricane and is now building a
hundred for the inhabitants of the cave. Every day one or two container loads (about the
size of a tractor trailer) bring food, clothing and medical supplies to these outlying regions. Our distribution center in Port au Prince was stocked with food prepared by folks
working with Feed my Hungry Children and bags of rice donated by the government of
Taiwan. We were told all of it would be distributed within two weeks and completely restocked.
Thank you for all your help. Please consider donating in the future and if you do so please
use the folder/envelopes that were distributed several Sundays ago so that this can be
recorded as part of Risen Savior’s Mission offering for the year. Thanks for all you are
doing. Pastor Bruce Rudolf

RSLC Harvest Festival:
The first annual Harvest Festival will be Oct. 21 through Oct. 31. Last year we started with the pumpkin
sales and made close to $2,000.00. This year the Bazaar group will hold their Harvest Bazaar at the
same time making a good fundraising opportunity and outreach to the local community. We need volunteers to help organize. Remember more volunteers means less work for everyone. If you can help contact Fred Anderson. God Bless

A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT, CARL GIESLER

Did you know the church has 3
concrete classrooms that meet
Dade County hurricane standards? With some of our members living in mobile home or on
the beach, these are a possible
option this hurricane season.
Class room 4 is currently empty.

bourne has graciously donated
just over $134 K to Risen Savior.
The money will be deposited in an
LCEF account.

Waiting to hear back from our
snowbirds. I encourage you to Email any feedback on Radical
Grace from your home congregaThere is a LWML meeting Mon- tion to lutheranrev@gmail.com
day July 17th at 10 AM at
aka Pastor Held. Radical Grace
church.
will be updating their website
Redeemer Lutheran Church Mel- http:/www.radicalgraceradio.com/

later this year.
Family VBS is on from 6 PM to
8:20 PM July 17th to 21st with a
Reformation Theme. Dinner will
start at 5 PM. Faith … Grace …
Scripture … Pastor will be requesting a guest appearance by
Martin Luther (see Troy Curtis for
details).

A WORD FROM OUR ELDER, TROY CURTIS

LUKE 10:2
“The harvest is plentiful,
but the workers are few.
Ask the Lord of the harvest,
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”
Dear Brothers and Sisters in
Christ, the time is rapidly approaching for this year’s VBS
and harvest is ripe and abundant. Working with the food pantry and other local churches we
are anticipating a larger than
normal number of souls being
served by this event. Plans are
in the work to co-ordinate a preVBS dinner and adult bible study
in an effort to make this year’s
VBS about FAMILY. It is our hope
that by providing a light supper
5-6 and shortening the VBS/
Bible Study to 6-8:00 or 8:30 we
can encourage the entire FAMILY to stay involved. In the old
days, whenever there was a
need for workers, the first called
were typically members of the
FAMILY. This will be a large un-

dertaking in a short period of
time. This is why, Pastor, and the
Board of Elders are asking each of
you to prayerfully consider doing
whatever you can do to help support this effort.
For some it may be helping to setup the kitchen for the meal or
clean up after, or perhaps working
with Pat or Beverly with the meal
preps. There is already a Menu in
place for each day of the week in
the works. Perhaps, you’re more
inclined to assist with working one
of the stations as an assistant or
even a teacher. Maybe your gift
would be to help with music, or
craftwork. I have found in the past
that people’s gifts typically follow
their passions, and that everyone
has a passion for something, even
if they don’t believe they have the
gifts, the desire/passion can draw
the gifts to the surface and you
may surprise yourselves that you
are more gifted than you give
yourselves credit for. There will be
sign-up sheets posted around the
facilities, but rather than us trying

to tell you what we need, we are
asking you to tell us what needs you
may be able to fill.
Since this year marks the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the
Reformation, we have decided our
theme should reflect that notable
moment in not only our history of
the Church, but also that moment
of history in all of creation. With emphasis on the 5 Solas:
Scripture 2. Grace 3. Faith 4. Christ
and 5. Glory to God.
This article is my shameless appeal
for help from my church FAMILY to
aid others to discover what FAMILY
is all about. Some of whom may not
really ever see it otherwise, what a
blessing for us to have the opportunity to show them by our willingness
to put into practice what we preach.
May God continue to help us in that
endeavor for Jesus’ sake. Your
brother, Troy

From the Swedish Chef Kitchens
Creamy Fruit Salad
Cool and delicious!
Fruit Salad

1 can (15 ounces) sliced light peaches, drained
1 can (8 ounces) pineapple tidbits, drained
1 can (15 1/4 ounces) tropical fruit, retain juice
1 package (16 ounces) frozen whole strawberries
(No sugar added), partially thawed
1 can (8 1/2 ounces) sliced pears, drained
Cream Sauce
1 tub (12 ounces) fat-free cream cheese
1/2 cup Equal sweetener
1 1/2 teaspoons vanilla
Juice from can of tropical fruit
Drain peaches, pineapple, tropical fruit, strawberries, and pears and place in a large bowl.
Stir gently to mix and Set aside.
In medium bowl, combine cream cheese, Equal, and vanilla. Beat with electric mixer until thoroughly
blended. Add juice from tropical fruit and beat until smooth. Pour this sauce over fruit and mix with
spoon. Chill and serve.
Recipe makes 12 servings. One serving equal approximately ¾ cup.
Each serving provides:
125

Calories

0.3 g Fat

12.7 g Protein

0.02 g Saturated fat

17.6 g Carbohydrate

5 mg

Cholesterol

Pauline Edith Fanus' Memorial Garden
When Jeanette Fanus' mother passed away, Jeanette asked in her obituary that in place of flowers, donations be made to Risen Savior Lutheran Church. Over $1,000.00 was donated, with instructions that the
money go to a Memorial Garden. In addition to the monetary donations, plants and flowers were also
given to Jeanette. She, along with Roselyn Thrash, were able to build a beautiful small garden, and with
considerable donations left over they should be able to maintain it for several years to come.

