
Sunday School/Bible Class 

8:30 AM 

Worship Service 

9:30 AM 

Fellowship Following Service 

To place a prayer request on the prayer chain, 

or to be added to the chain, contact          

Marguerite Medina at :                                

peggiedee2@gmail.com 

Prayer for those with specific concerns is 

available after service.  Please come forward 

to let us pray with you. 

dence we have when we trust our 

lives and future to Christ, reserv-

ing no Plan B in case Christ does-

nõt come through. Faith trusts in 

Christ has come through because 

weõve had our eyes opened to see 

Christ is this worldõs only hope. 

And if heõs the worldõs only hope, 

heõs our only hope as well. 

If only most churches made it this 

clear for their members! When a 

church makes faith merely a first 

step, some initial condition that 

has to be met, it distorts the truth. 

If faith is a condition we have to 

meet in order to be saved, then 

faith has been turned into a work. 

Rather, when God is at work sav-

ing a person, God gives faith as 

part of the gift of the salvation. 

We donõt believe to get God to 

save us; Heõs already decided to 

save us. Bringing us to faith in 

Christ is His method for accom-

plishing it. When itõs put that way, 

things are a lot clearer. Blessings 

to you. 

Looking back at the fun we had during 

Vacation Bible School, I realize part of 

what made teaching adult class great 

was explaining to new folks the things 

Christ has done for us, and keeping 

these truths clear, simple, and down-to-

earth. We had fun reading Bible pas-

sages and discussing their relevance 

today. 

Our first lesson was about faith. 

Thereõs nothing controversial about 

that, right? Youõd imagine most 

churches could agree on what faith is, 

but youõd be surprised. For a lot of 

churches faith is like the first step of a 

path; first you choose to believe in 

Jesus as savior, and this is the initial 

condition you must meet to be a Chris-

tian. Then you must make a commit-

ment to God, agreeing to obey Him 

and then trying hard not to sin. When 

youõre well on your way to not sinning, 

then (these churches say) you can 

discover Godõs perfect will for your life 

and get on with doing super great 

things for God. 

That sequence sounds sensible, but 

itõs not what Scripture says. We donõt 

start with faith and move on to 

ògreateró things. The whole Christian 

life remains grounded in faith. We 

never outgrow our need to hear the 

gospel, because the gospel is how the 

Spirit brings us to maturity. 

Our Lutheran teaching about faith 

keeps the focus always on what Christ 

has done for us, and we see walking 

in the Spirit as essentially the same as 

walking by faith. And faith is not sim-

ply believing certain things with the 

mind. Faith is the unshakeable trust 

we have in a person. It is the confi-
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A WORD FROM PASTOR GARY 



The Radical Grace web site has 

been updated.  Please take a look 

and provide any feedback to Matt 

Pancake or Pastor.  We are likely 

to consider a similar upgrade for 

Risen Saviorõs web site this Fall.  

Please provide any comments on 

Risen Saviorõs web site to myself. 

Guest Pastor Gary Schuske trav-

eled 160 miles to discuss the life 

of Martin Luther and the Reforma-

tion at Thursday VBS closing.  He 

also counseled our students.                    

August is nearly here. It is time for 

me to appoint an at-large member for 

the nomination committee and an-

other for the budget committee.  The 

Vice President is also a committee 

member, so I am likely to be looking 

for 3 outside voices. 

cle for the newsletter to personally 

thank all involved with VBS. We are 

blessed to have such a dedicated 

worker in our church family. 

 

As long as I am expressing my grati-

tude I would also like to give thanks 

to not one but two Pastors. The first 

of course would be our own Pastor 

Held. Pastor took on the role of 

opener and closer every night ex-

cept for Thursday and that is where 

the second Pastor comes in. Rev 

Gary Shuske of St. Lukeõs Oviedo 

came for our closing and marveled 

EVERYONE present with his presen-

tation of Martin Luther as the man 

himself. If you missed it you really 

missed out on something special.    

Pastor Shuske was my teacher for 

the majority of the courses I took 

so I knew very well that if anyone 

could make you think you were 

talking to a time travelling Martin 

Luther he is the man. The children 

and the adults as well were glued to 

their seats the entire time and hung 

on every single word. His presenta-

tion was not only informative but 

hilariously funny as well, and He re-

minded us of two very important 

dates. P.S. you still have time before 

November 10th to get your shopping 

done. 

 

This yearõs VBS was a great opportu-

nity for us to learn from each other 

and better prepare ourselves for 

next year. We had been out of prac-

tice for so long that there were defi-

nitely ògrowing painsó but all in all 

the rewards we shared the bonds 

we strengthened and the growth we 

experienced turned every minute of 

challenge into a glorious Victory.  

Your Brother in Christ, 

Troy 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

As VBS winds down I would like to 

take this opportunity to express my 

gratitude to all those who helped 

teach, cook, clean, support and 

encourage the team in this en-

deavor. We could not have accom-

plished anything without your love 

and support. With special thanks to 

Beverly Bowsher who took on a 

leadership role in spite of all the 

other things she has been tasked 

with. 

 

Bev handled all the kitchen organi-

zation, planning, and cleanup ac-

tivities, and still found time to take 

on the role of leading the children 

in the music program. She also 

found the time to make phone 

calls, transport some folks to and 

from, and even composed an arti-

A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT, CARL GIESLER 

A WORD FROM OUR ELDER, TROY CURTIS 

TRUSTEES 
All keys have been assigned, if you have not been assigned a key and you honestly feel that you need one, please 

see Susan Anderson and let her know of your need.  If you have a key, please do not make a key for anyone.  We 

are trying to keep track of the keys to the buildings on the campus.  If you have a key and I havenõt spoken to you 

about it, please let me know that you have a key and what door it goes to. 

As some of you are aware, a truck went through the overpass between the sanctuary and the office.  Since the 

truck did not have enough clearance the roof of the overpass was damaged.  We were able to have it repaired tem-

porarily.  Our insurance company sent an inspector out to inspect and estimate what it would cost to repair.  The 

repairs to this part of the overhang would have to be done according with the Miami-Dade Hurricane Statutes.  The 

estimated cost is at least $6,000. 

OUTREACH 
Yum! Yum!  The Outreach Committee will be holding an ice cream social on August 27 after the service.  There will 

be a basket for a free-will offering should you want to donate.  All donations will go to Outreach. 



VBS JULY 2017 

THANKS THANKS THANKS!!! 

 

Troy and I would like to thank everyone for their help and support for Vacation Bible School.  It was hectic and at 

times trying, but the children had a great time.  To the cooks:  myself, Linda Thomas, Kyle, Gloria, Juanita, Margie 

Boehmer and Ed Bauman.  The food was fantastic and abundant.  To the teachers:  Ruth Lanning, Lynne Kahl, 

Tania Curtis, Katie Cyrus, Pat Gorski, Ken Ravello, Pat Fryling, Pastor Held, Margie Boehmer, Carl Giesler and Aggie 

Benzing.  Also helpers:  Amanda, Galletea, Alexis and Kayla.   We learned a lot this year and hope to do better next 

year.  May the Lord bless each of you for your service.  

Beverly Bowsher 


